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I
n accord with the Basis of Union (Para 9), and 
in an age when statements of absolute truth and 
confessions of belief are scorned in the world 
and even in the Church, Travis McHarg’s short 
commentary on the Nicene Creed is a helpful 
reminder of the teaching of the Apostolic faith, 
and of the blessing it is to understand what we 
believe: what makes us distinctly “Christian” 

in a landscape of religious pluralism and confessional 
relativism.

The Basis of Union of the Uniting Church in Australia 
states that:  

The Uniting Church enters into unity with the Church 
throughout the ages by its use of the confessions known 
as the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. The Uniting 
Church receives these as authoritative statements of 
the Catholic Faith, framed in the language of their day 
and used by Christians in many days, to declare and 
to guard the right understanding of that faith. The 
Uniting Church commits its ministers and instructors 
to careful study of these creeds and to the discipline of 
interpreting their teaching in a later age. It commends 
to ministers and congregations their use for instruction 
in the faith, and their use in worship as acts of 
allegiance to the Holy Trinity.  

(Para 9 1992 Edition, emphasis added).
McHarg (an author of several books on Australian 

church history) presents a readable little book that 
contains the text of the Nicene Creed, along with a brief 
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We Believe.
The Nicene Creed today
Written by 
Travis McHarg

We Believe

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.

history of its formation, followed by a phrase by phrase 
exposition of the Creed scattered with quotes from 
various theologians and Christian thinkers through 
the centuries and the occasional text of Scripture. Each 
section ends with a few questions to ponder for reflection. 

The book closes with short biographical reflections on 
Augustine (c 354 – 430) and John Wesley (1703 – 1790), 
with a final page of prayers from Augustine, Wesley and 
Richard of Chichester (c 1197 – 1353).

It is somewhat perplexing however that McHarg refers 
to the Creed as a summary of “personal faith” (page 1 & 
back cover), when it was formulated by a Council of the 
Church for the entire Church as a statement of what the 
Church (collectively) believes. Thus it is really designed 
as a corporate confession, as the text of the Creed itself 
declares: “We believe …”. We do not make this confession 
alone as independent individuals, but rather we stand as 
a whole Church in the faith of the One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic body of believers. We are bound together in our 
Congregations, and in the world-wide Church, by what 
we believe in the fellowship of the Spirit.

Likewise, while the reflections on, and prayers of, 
Augustine and Wesley are informative and encouraging, 
reference to the later confessions of faith such as the 
Westminster Confession of 1647 (and subsequent 
Catechisms) and the Savoy Declaration of 1658, both 
of which are important parts of the Uniting Church’s 
heritage (Basis of Union para 10), would seem to this 
reviewer to be more pertinent and instructive. 

Nonetheless, we should be grateful to McHarg for his 
contribution to understanding our faith to guard against 
heresy and false teaching. 

This book would be a great resource not only for 
personal edification, but also for group study, and even as 
a basis for a sermon series.

Rev Ian Weeks is the Pastor of Belrose Uniting Church 
and Secretary of the ACC National Council

On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,                      
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the        
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen.

The Nicene Creed

I have long had an interest in the idea of modern 
versions of the parables, and this movie links into this 
with a stylised re-telling of the parable of the prodigal 

son. It is a dramatic account, aimed at adults as it is 
coupled with comments and personal stories all in the 
context of ‘contemporary’ addictions, sin and shame, and 
finding the way again to a new life in Christ. The film had 
a wider promotion in the USA last year and there will be a 
limited public screening season in Australia in June, along 
with discussion opportunities with some involved in the 
project. It certainly highlights the need to be more open in 
our churches and help people not to hide their shame.

heartofmanmovie.com.au

NOTE: This is an adult film dealing with significant personal issues   
and some people may find parts confronting.

My twitter summary of this would be ‘Biblical epic 
without the spectacle’. This time Jim Caviezel 
plays Luke, and the context is the writing of 

the story of the acts of the apostles, so the film is literally 
peppered with biblical lines and references. The film is not 
the long-expected sequel to The Passion of the Christ, but 
part of a new series and is directed by Andrew Hyatt. There 
was a limited cinema release in Australia.

English actor James Faulker does an excellent job as 
the Apostle Paul. Paul is mainly seen in prison during 
this period, though the wider context is the increasing 
persecution of the people following Christ. There are 
several other well-known English actors in supporting 
roles, playing early (biblically referenced) Christians 
within this wider context. Yes, there are some Hollywood 
scenes, including the interaction with the gaoler, but the 
film is faithful to the Christian context. Overall, the film 
is certainly worth seeing and will be available later in the 
year on DVD or to download/stream.
Peter Bentley

Paul, Apostle of Christ 
(2018)  M

Starring: 
Jim Caviezel, James Faulkner,      
Olivier Martinez

Directed by: 
Andrew Hyatt

The Heart of Man
(2017)  M

Starring: 
Robert Fleet, Serena Karnahy, 
Justin Torrence

Written & Directed by: 
Eric Esau

film

T
his new study series subtitled 
Questions about the life and impact 
of Jesus Christ is a documentary 
presentation by Rev Keith Garner 
AM, the Superintendent and CEO of 
Wesley Mission (Sydney). 

The Galilean area was the prime 
setting for much of the life and 

ministry of the Man of Galilee Jesus Christ, and 
this series explores that life and ministry and the 
implications for today. 

It is certainly not a travelogue, though it is beautifully 
filmed and the settings illustrate areas well including: 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Bethsaida, Tiberias, Tabgha, 
Magdala, Mount of Beatitudes and the Jordan River. 
There are six episodes of 26 minutes each.

1. Who is the Man of Galilee?
2. How does Jesus call people?
3. How does Jesus teach people?
4. How Jesus spoke to others
5. Detractors and Adversaries
6. Life and Religion
This series would suit small group study and the 

questions are well-designed to not only help people 
reflect on this Man of Galilee, but become a follower.

DVD: $24.95 (plus postage). 
Digital download version: $19.95. 
The Study Guide is included in the DVD or can be 

downloaded from the Wesley Website.  

For further details: the-man-of-galilee.myshopify.com 
or phone (02) 9263 5326

Peter Bentley

The Man of 
Galilee
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