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,)))») Rehgmn in the, |
Media - 1991 Review .

What were the most prominent stortes in the Austrahan
during 1991 and what does this say about reporting?
Note: the following are not in any parncu]ar order

1 Women and the Church

_a) Ordination of women to the priesthood of
Church - Though this Issue has besn prominent for ¢ . ‘
twenty years, the public presentation of the matter B) Brothels and Pl’OStKUﬂOH There Was wi
been highlighted during the last few, especially during | | Interest and opinlon in Queensland abe

1991 as moves toward ordination of women as prlestsff | of certaln aspects of prostitution
consolidated In several dioceses. . recommendations of the Criminal Justice

b) The decision by the Presbvterlan Church of Australta In 11 . l 5 Islam } .

natlonal laws

September to discontinue the praetlce of ordalnlng women | | a) Musllm population in Australia - there
‘worded newspaper editorals. *the Impact on Australia of religions “othe

It Is Interesting to note that a slgnlﬂcant amount ofﬁ Chrlstianity, particularly that of Islam, linked witt
religious reporting focussed on these Issues, which In| | release of the ABS Report on Religion In A trali
secular terms are ‘women’s Issues’. The reporting usuallyf (1986 Census) and the reports on lmmlgrati

contained |ittle biblical or theological refe | | ethnicdiversity.

particularly related to more lnvolvod discussion about b) Muslim reaction to ﬂ-,e Gulf War . va V

nature of Christlan ministry, equality and ]usﬁce =: sensationalist articles and television stories had a |
2. Sexuality - | | tendency to promote stereotyped images of Mos ~

at the expense of serious reporting about attac
mosques, racism and restrained debate abou
 range of diverse oplnions which are held on many
 topics in Austraﬂa . o .

a) Homosexuallty - While the vislt of Blshop Spong and the ;
promotion of his books re-introduced the academic debate |
about the place of practising homosexuals In the church,
the Uniting Church in South Australla (officlally at the
Presbytery level) was grappling with the Issue at a . 6 Other Stgny‘icant Events -
status by a member of the church who Is homosexual. (The _dominated religlous aﬁalm reporting for the mon g
application was not approved). = February, with articles and electronic reports repo

b) Abortion - In N.S.W. the matter of abortion again became: on the bizarre as well as the many social and pol
a prominent church concern, due primarily to a proposed | | debates. The Gulf War overshadowed the impact the
upper house Bill, which if passed would have restricted | | Assembly had on the Australian rellglous scene and its
abortions to public hospitals. The proposer of the Blil was | | overall newsworthiness.

a Uniting Church minister, but the Bill was opposed by b) "Brides of Christ" mini-senes arhcles, tel‘

4 official figures In the Uniting Church. This conﬂict shows and letters to editors about the serles, |

produced some controversial articlesand headlines. | | own experlences and the impact of religion :

c) Child sexual abuse; and claims of llnks to satanfsm. As‘ dominated religlous reportlng durlng the mi

‘usual Issues of sexuality and religion, partioular}y of a Iurld 1] year.

nature PT°V°d tobepopularinthemeda. = || o) Mary MacKrHop reporting contmued of
3. Public A_ﬂ'atrs - toward the canonisation of the founder of *

a) Catholic Wealth Enquiry - the draft report provoked ‘.?.;f t1ggts: za;z;g;aifge?ﬁgéﬁ:g;f“',.
reaction around the country, as ‘expert’ commentators and January 15, 1992 and commemorated by t ;
columnists debated Its orlentation and value. ‘ oy snvelc ~ = y

BTl et i e - ‘b" | | an Australia Post envelope W
b) Public statements by church leaders. - Yet again, public | | .
statements were reportable events. It is Interesting to note :)er;,:: (gg:ﬁfgr f_";raggfagg?)llew “’"9'9
that some politicians and media people find It difficult to

cope with reaction from churches and thelr leaders asin| | The year ended with the most extensive

the Wealth Enquiry. - ; . ;,:researched series of articles about churches
;“Australla to appear in a mainline newspaper.
4. Social and Moral Issues ‘ | | series looked at the involvement of the major church

a) Prisons - in N.S.W. the churches took strong publicf‘ in the fields of education, health and welfare, chur,
stands over conditions In prisons as a new Minister for | | property, number of members as well as the grow
Corrective Services took over In the first half of the year and Involvement of smauer groups and other religrous

b) School Texts - Yet agaln, the press tried to stimulate | falths. 'o; ,
letter wnting to thelr newspapers by glulng together | | ~ - - Peter Bentle,y,:;




