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Introduction

This series of profiles seeks to provide a perspective on the Australian population
through a description of the religious communities with which they identify. This
book is one of a series of twelve, covering five of the major world religions rep-
resented in Australia and the eight largest Christian denominational groups. In the
1991 Population and Housing Census, 77 per cent of the Australian population
identified with a religious group. This series of profiles covers 95 per cent of those
people, or 73 per cent of the population of Australia.

The profiles tell a story of immigration and settlement. They illustrate how tra-
ditions from many parts of the world have become part of Australian society and
culture. Religion is a major influence on the ways people think about the world
and how they live. It influences patterns of family and community life and can
affect their private and public activities. A description of religious identification
and involvement is essential to the understanding of Australian society.

These profiles are divided into two major sections. The first describes the for-
mation of the community. It briefly covers the history of the religion prior to its
arrival in Australia, and then traces the development of the religious community
in Australia.

An account is given of salient beliefs and practices within the community. The
profiles do not attempt a full or systematic discussion of official doctrines, creeds
or dogmas. Nor do they engage in a sociological analysis of the actual beliefs of
adherents. Rather, these profiles focus on the actual public religious practices of
the community and seek to place those practices in the context of the ways in
which the community sees the world and its faith.

The section on the organisation considers the institutional structures and pat-
terns of authority in the community. It covers the training, appointment and roles
of community leaders, and the practices through which the community makes

decisions and interacts with the wider society. In this part of the profile, the
authors have relied largely on secondary materials which, in many cases, have not
been gathered previously.

The second part of the profile draws a picture of the contemporary community
in Australia, based firstly on data from the 1991 Population and Housing Census.
It shows how the community has changed in size over time, where it is located in
the Australian landscape, and what are its demographic characteristics.

For most religious communities, some data are available about the extent to
which people engage in the public activities of the community. A major survey,
known as the National Church Life Survey, was undertaken among Protestant and
Anglican church attenders in August 1991 and we are grateful that these data have
been made available to us.

These books do not attempt to evaluate the religious groups or their beliefs in
any way. They make no assessments about the moral value of any beliefs or prac-
tices vov\osm ooom&osm_E &,mz&sm attention to some social consequences a prac-
tice, belief or structure might have. Rather, through description and analysis of
these religious communities, it is hoped that this series of books will contribute
substantially to the understanding of Australian society and culture. Through
understanding will come better cooperation between the communities and
greater cohesion in the society as a whole.

The story of the Uniting Church, which this book tells, is about the creation of
a church within the Australian context. While the book begins with each of the
traditions that came together in the Uniting Church, it moves quickly to the
lengthy processes in which union was considered. These processes gave the
churches the opportunity to develop or discard their traditions as they felt was
appropriate for their new context. The book outlines the doctrines, practices and
organisation that have been developed as the foundation of the Uniting Church.

While the denomination as an organisation is young, founded in 1977, its
membership tends to be older people, often several generations Australia-born,
and is struggling to engage younger people in its programs and spirituality. This
book describes the Uniting Church community as it emerged in the 1991 Census
statistics and in the National Church Life Survey.

E:.Ev\. I:mw&
Series General Editor
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